. IN EVERYDAY LIFE e T
| a . .t~ . PERFORMANGCES =

- - ‘Bolief in the Part One'is Playing =
' When an individual plays a part he implicitly requests his
. | ngom Ke Eno serioys} ..,mw .Wo.ﬁf»&...w hat is fostered:
. _ - bBefore them, They are asked to eve that the :owwn
. P .ﬁo,a L ey see actually possesses the. attvibutes he ‘appears to
L | %ﬁz%@ o possess, that the.task he performs will have the conse-
L TR 1 quences that are mplicitly claimed for it, and that, i gen-
o ae.m,wnﬁ. oAV nm..a,w&f SR T erel, matters are What they appear:to. be: In line with this,
a.%anwn SN 0| - there s the populer view thabthé individial offers his per-
T _a.,,wa.v N - © N, formance and puts on his show “for'ths. bensft.ofvifier
, . . L people.” It will be convenient to Heght: & conilflersilohiof -
.. performances by turning the question aroundt ¢uid leoking
| stthe'individual’s own belief in the Hiipressios. of reality
T % M-Mm wmnsoﬁva to engender in those aniang whom-he fnds
C : L N S S Y
. (- At one extreme, one finds that the performer can be fully .
o .. nﬁ taken in by his own act; he can be sinoerely convinced
S § that the inipression of reality which he stages is the vea]

reality. When his audience s also convinced in_this way
~abont:the show he puts on—-and this seema to be.the typival %
. b oése~then for the ixoment at least,-only the sociologist or|’
o Ly hersocially. divgrontled” will have any. doubts ebogt the|
' .a,.,‘ ..w«&/ Jﬁ.ﬂ%nmmvggﬁ.m .mwk.ﬁwa Q....m i ... “: :

| . oo b . Attheother extreme, we t the performer may
e oo e, | motheitaken tetalbby his own routie, This postblty. i -

LED | "t ... |  unddrstandable, sirice no une is in quite as good an obser:

© GABDEN. GITY, NEW YORK « .| Vajiooal position to see’ thrbugh the act as the person. who
_ .Q@ m@v . - | -p¥skon Coupled with this, the performer nay be moved
P Y & - 3 - |' -te:ghide the conviction of his audience only as & means-to

LN
T
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other ends, having no ultimate concern in the conception

that they have of him or of the situation. When the ipdi-
vidual has no belief in his own act and no ultimate

with the bellefs of his audience, we may call

[“reserving the term “sincere” for individuals who be

' in the impression fostered by their own performance. It .

“should be understood that the cynic, with all his profes-
sional disinvolvement, may obtain unprofessional pleasures
from his masquerade, experiencing a kind of gleeful spirit-
ual aggression from the fact that he can toy at will with
something his audience must take seriously.?

It is not assumed, of course, that all cynical performers
are interested in deluding their audiences for_purposes of
what is called “self-interest” or private gain. A cynical indi-
vidual may delude his audience for what he considers to
be their own good, or for the good of the community, ete.
For illustrations of this we need not appeal to sadly en-
lightened showmen such as Marcus Aurelius or Hsun Tzi.

~We know thiat in service occupations practitioners who may
otherwise be sincere are sometimes farced to delude their

* customers because their customers show such a heartfelt
demand for it. Dootors whio are led into giving placebos,
filling station attendants who resignedly check and recheck
tire pressures for anxious W motorists, shoe clerks who
sell a shoe that fits but te
wants to hear—these are cynical performers whose audi-

ences will not allow them to be sincere. Similarly, it seems -

that sympathetic patients in mental wards will sometimes
feign bizarre symptoms so that student nurses will not be

subjected to a disappointingly sane performance.? So also,

1 Perhaps the real crime of the confidence man is not that he
takes money from his victims but that he robs all of us of the
belief that middle-class manners and mm%mwngoo can be sus-
tained cav.ow.m middle-class people, A disabused professional
can be cynically hostile to the service relation his clients expect
him to extend to them; the confidence man is in a position to
hold the whole “legit” world in this oobnog_wﬂ 2

2 See Taxel, op. cit,, p. 4. Harry Stack Sullivan has suggeésted
that the tact of institutionalized performers can operate in the
‘other direction, resulting in a of noblesse-oblige sanity.

e customer it is the size she’

taken in by his own act or be cynical about it: These ex-
tremes are something a little more than just the ends of a
continuum, Each provides the individual with a position
which has its own particular securities and defenses, so
there will be a tendency for those who have traveled close .
to one of these poles to complete the voyage. Starting with
lack of inward belief in one’s role, the individual may follow .
the natural movement described by Park: |

- roles that we know ourselvés.?

PERFORMANCES 10

when inferiors extend their most lavish reception for visit-
ing supetiors, the selfish desire to win favor may not be thel .

_ chief motive; the inferior may be tactfully attempting to ol
put the superior at ease by simulating the kind of world~
the superior is thought to take for granted.

I have suggested two extremes: an individual may be-

It is probably no mere historical accident that the v
word person, in its first ineaning, is a mask. It'is rather d'
recognition of the fact that:everyone is always and every--»
where, more or less consciously, playing a role . . . If ¥

is in these roles that we know each other; it is in 9%&% ’

[
In a sense, and in so far as this mask 3%5%53 th ,
conception we have formed of ourselves—the role we are |

we_would like to be, Ip the end, our conception of ouf

role becomes second nature and an integral part of our

See his “Socio-Psychiatric Research,” American Journal of
Psychiatry, X, pp. 687-88. . s
A study of ‘social recoveries’ in one of our large mental hospitals

- some years ago taught me that patients were often released from.
‘care because they had léarned not to manifest symptoms to the
environing persons; in other words, had integrated enough .of
the personal environment to realize the prejudice opposed to -
their delusions, It seemed almost as if they grew wise a_umwmr
to be tolerant of the imbecility surrounding them, having finally
discovered that it was stupidity and not malice. They could
then secure satisfaction from contact with others, while discharg-

Em a part of their cravings by psychotic means,”

Robert Ezra Park, Race and Culture AO_,ouooa. l.: ...Euo.

Free Press, 1950), p. 249.
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personality. We come into the world as E&&mcpw
achieve character, and become persons.4

This may be illustrated from the 888a5€ life of Shet-
land.® For the last four or five years the island’s tourist
hotel has been owned and operated by a married couple
of crofter origins. From the beginning, the owners were
forced to set aside their own conceptions as to how life
ought to be led, displaying in the hotel a full round of
middle-class services and amenities. Lately, however, it ap-
pears that the managers have become less cynical about
the performance that they stage; they themselves are be-
coming middle class and more and more owao_.om of mwo
selves their clients impute to them.

Another illustration may he found in the raw recruit who
initially follows army etiqu “ in order to avoid physical
punishment and eventually comes to follow the rules so
that his organization will not be shamed and his officers
and fellow soldiers will respect him.

As suggested, the cycle of disbelief-to-belief can be fol-
lowed in the other direction, starting with conviction or
insecure aspiration and ending in cynicism. Professions
which the public holds in religious awe often allow their
recruits to follow the cycle in this direction, and often re-
cruits follow it in this direction not because of a slow reali-
zation that they are deluding their audience~for by ordi-
nary social standards the claims they make may be quite
valid~but because they can use this cynicism as a means of
insulating their inner selves from contact with the audience.
And we may even expect to find typical careers of faith,
with the individual starting out with one kind of involve-

ment in the performance he is required to give, then moving:

back and forth several times. between sincerity and cynicism
before completing all the phases and turning-points of self
belief for a person of his station, Thus, students of medical
schools suggest ”Smn idealistically oriented beginners in

4 Ibid., p. 250.
5 Shetland Isle study,

s

3 pecially in those of other shamans: they consult them
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medical school typically lay aside their holy aspirations for
a period of time, During the first two years the students
find that their interest in medicine must be dropped that
. they may give all their time to the task of learning how to
: get through examinations, During the next two years they
{ are too busy learning about diseases to show much concetn
for the persons who are diseased. It is only after their medi-
cal schooling has ended that their original ideals about
medical service may be reasserted.®
While we can expect to find natural movement back »nm
# D..ou& between cynicism and sincerity, still we must not rule
. out the kind of transitional point that can be sustained on
_ the strength of a-little self-illusion. We find that the indi-
| vidual may attempt to induce the audience to judge him
M and the situation in a particular way, and he may seek this
judgment as an ultimate end in itself, and yet he may not
M completely believe that he déeserves the valuation of self
*
|

which he asks for or that the impression of Sm_uq which
be fosters is valid. Another mixture of cynicism and eomom_
m mcmmmmnom in Kroeber’s &moamaou of shamanism;: -

..._ .._.v%o.eé ..Zauﬁ there is the old aammmou of mmomumou wHonE%

most shamans or medicine men, the world over, help
. along with sleight-of-hand in curing and 8@855 ig,

exhibitions of power. This sleight-of-hand is sometimes
deliberate; in many cases awareness is perhaps not
deeper than the foreconscious, The attitude, whether
there has been repression or not, seems to be as toward
a(pious fraud))Field ethnographers seem quite generally
convin at even shamans who know that they add
fraud nevertheless also believe in their powers, and es-

iwmn they themselves or their children are ill.7

\ am m Becker -and w_wgro Q..oou. “The m.wﬁo ‘of Hmop:mB in
¥ Medical School,” American Socio %ﬁ& Review, nw. . 50~56.

7A. L, Kroeber, The Nature of Culture AOEowmo E<Eﬂ€
of oEowwo Préss, 1952), p. 311
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" 1 have been using the term vago o refer 3 all
the .activity of an individual which eocuss g@%ﬁ&
.marked -by his continueus presence before.a pai

| of abservers and €E%w288?§?5§§ e
Tt will be convenient to label as “front” ‘that part of ﬁra
A individyal’s performance which regularly functions 'in:a
. general and fixed fashjon to ituation for those
‘who observe the performance. then, is the expressive
equipment of a standard kind Eﬁumoumuw or uhwittingly
&%x employed by the individual during his performance. For
preliminary purposes, it will _uo convenient 8 &mmum&mw
and label what seem.to he a:
.+ First, there is thd 3&5 mvo ism ?E#E.o. mmoon.
. ur«ic& layout, mum other background items which supply
_the scenery and stage props for the spate of human action
'played out before, within, or upon it. A setting tends to
. stay put, geographically speaking, so that those who would
1—3 a particular setting as part of their performance cannot
fa@)/ «\ ‘begin their act until they have brought themselves to the

| appropriate place and must terminate their vo%oagoo )

when they leave it. It is only in exceptional ‘circumstances
F_.&ﬁ the setting follows along with the petformers; we see
this in the funeral cortége, the civic parade, and the dream-
like processions that kings and queens are made of, In the
main, these exceptions seem to offer some kind of extra
protection for performers who are, or who have momen-
tarily become, highly sacred. These worthies are to"be dis-

%.y

- tinguished, of course, from quite profane performers of the

- peddler class who move their place of work between per-

formances, often being forced to do so. In the matter of

J having one fixed place for one's setting, a ruler may be too
sacred, a peddler too profane, .

/ﬂ; In thinking about the scenic aspects of front, we tend to

&% %mv M. think of the living room in a particular house and the small

number of performers who can thoroughly identify them-

selves with it. We have given insufficient attention to

A R S —— -t o
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assemblages of sign-equipment which large numbers of per-
formers can call their own for short periods of time. It is

- characteristic of Western European countries, and no doubt
a source of stability for them, that a large number of lux-

urious settings are available for hire to anyone of the right
kind who can afford them, One illustration of this may be
cited mnoB a study of the higher civil servant in Britain:

_H,ro question how far the men who rise to the top in
the Civil Service take on the “tone” or “color” of a class
other than that to which they helong by birth is delicate
and difficult. The only definite information bearing on
the question is the figures relating to the membership of
the great London clubs. More than m.nmmﬁg#az of our
high administrative officials belong to one or more clubs

of high %pg and considerable luxury, where the en-

trance fée-might be twenty guineas or more, and the
annual mnwmgumou from twelve to twenty guineas. These

institutions are of the upper class (not even of the upper- -

middle) in their premises, their equipment, the style of
living practiced there, their ‘whole atmosphere. Though
many of the members would not be deseribed as wealthy,

only a wealthy man would unaided provide for himself

‘and his family space, food and drink, service, and other

amenities of life to the same mgm&.m as he will find at -
the Union, the Travellers’, or.the Reform.

Another example can be found in the recent development
of the medical profession where we find that it is increas-
ingly important for a doctor to liave access to the elaborate
scientific stage provided by large hospitals, so that fewer
and fewer doctors are able to feel that their setting is a

~place that they can lock up at night.2

If we take the term “setting” to refer to the momao w,wna

S v,

of expressive equipment, one may take the | ‘term “personal

o e r VY in /S AR,

1 H, E. Dale, The Higher Civil Service of Great Britain (Ox-
ford: Oxford c&éﬁ@ Press, 1941), p. 50.

2 David Solomon, “Career Contingencles of oEonmo Physi-
clans” (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Department of Sociol-
ogy, University of Chicago, 1952), p. 74

2
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w.cﬁﬁ_. to refer 3 the other items % 968«&3 equipment, | *  Coming closely behind . . . the luxurious chair of the

%.,v “the “ftems that we most intimately EQE@ with the per- | ~ mandarin, carried by eight gﬁoa, fills the vacant space .
former himself and that we naturally expect will follow. th& _ in the street. He is mayor of the town, and for all practi-
W ummogon wherever he goes. As part of personal front we cal purposes the supreme power in it. He is an ideal-
\U miy include: insignia of office or rank; clothing; sex, age, looking official, for he is large and massive in appearance,
?@%hgm racial characteristics; size and looks; posture; speech ! - whilst he has that stern and uncompromising look that is
patterns; facial expressions; bodily gestures; and the like, supposed to be necessary in any magistrate who would

g Some of these vehicles for conveying signs, such as racial | hope to woow his subjects in order. He has a stern and
characteristics, are relatively fixed and over a span of time - forbidding aspect, as though he were on his way to-the

do not vary for the individual from one situation to another,
On the other hand, some of these sign vehicles are relatively
mobils or transitory, such as facial expression, and can vary
during a performance from one moment to the next. perience, I have never once seen any of them, from the
It is sometimes convenient to divide the stimuli- %r highest to the lowest, with a smile on his face or a look
make up personal front into’ “appearance” and “manner” ' of sympathy for the people whilst he was _uaum oﬁn&
according to the function wanmoanam by the information that" m  officially through the streets.®
these stimuli convey. “Appearance” may be taken to zefer
to those stimuli which function at the time to tell us of the ! -
performer’s social statuses. These stimuli also tell us of the . !
individual’'s temporary ritual state, that is, whether he is
engaging in formal social activity, work, or informal recrea-
tion, whether or not he is celebrating a new phase in the
season cycle or in his life-cycle. “Manner” may be taken
to refer to those stimuli which function at the time to warn
us of the interaction role the performer will expect to Ew%
in the oncoming situation. Thus a haughty, aggressive man-
ner may give the impression that the performer expects to
be the one who will initiate the verbal interaction and direct
its course. A meek, apologetic manner may give the im- W[ \.ds
pression that the performer expects to follow the me of
others, or at least that he can be led to do so.
We often expect, of course, a-confirming consistency be- |
tween appearance and manner; we expect that the differ- |
ences in social statuses among the interactants will be |
expressed in some way by congruent differences in the indi- 1
cations that are made of an expected interaction u&M “This “
type of cohierence of front may be illustrated by the follow- Konne Xe's comment
ing description of the procession of a Bwﬁmpan Enoamr a | a&Mm A nge.ﬂnﬁoaea Emiﬁ&ow__” Wmuaﬁﬂ:ﬁmmmwm
Chinese city: | o “ Pp. 6-9. .

execution ground to have some criminal decapitated, °
This is the kind of air-that the mandarins put on s&g
they appear in public. In the course of many years’ ex-

But, of course, appearance and | Emuuon B% tend to con-
tradict each other, as when & performer who appears to‘be
of higher estate than his audience acts in a manner that is =
unexpectedly equalitarian, or intimate, or apologetic, or
X when a performer dressed in the garments of a high posiion
presents himself to an individual of even higher status. @%&
Mai In addition to the expected consistency between puuoﬁ..
J ance and manner, we expect, of course, some.

IR b+

among Setting, appearance, and’ HanHer:* Sich wohereton:

_ Yepiesents-4H 1deal type that provides us with a means om ,
X stimylating our attention to and interest in exceptivns. In
this the student is assisted by the journalist, for exceptions
to expected consistency among setting, appearance, and

manner m.no&mo the piquancy and glamor of many careers -
and ‘the salable appeal of many magazine articles. For
example, a New Yorker profile on Roger Stevens (the real
estats agent who engineered the sale of the Empire State
Building) SSBouﬁ on the startling fact that Stevens hasa

87, Macgowan, Sidelights on 02:26 L ( Philad: :
EmeooFm%oamv. p- nm*.\m ? %E»
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small house, a meager office, and no letterhead stationery.t’

In order to explore more fully the relations among the
several parts of social front, it will be convenient to consider
here a significant characteristic of the information conyeyed
by front, namely, its abstractness afid generality.

However specialized and unique a routine i, its soglal
front, with certain exceptions, will tend to olaim faots that
catr-be sgaally olafred and asserbed of other,.somewhat
different routines. For example, many service ocoupations
offertheirclieits a performance that is illuminated with
dramatic- expressions of cleanliness, modernity, compe-
tence, and integrity, While in fact these abstract standards
have a different significance in different occupational per-
formances, the observer is encouraged to stress the abstract
similarities. For the observer this is a wonderful, though
sometimes disastrous, convenience. Instead of having to
meintain a different pattern of expectation and responsive
treatment for each slightly different performer and per-

formance, he. can place the situation in a broad category:

around which it is easy for him to mobilize his past ex-
perience and stereo-typical thinking.' Observers then need
only be familiar with a small and hence manageable vocab-
ulary of fronts, and know how to respond to them, in oxder
to_orient themselves in a wide variety of situations. Thus
in London the current tendency for chimney sweeps$ and
perfume clerks to wear white lab coats tends to provide
the client with an understanding that the delicate tasks
performed by these persons will be performed in what has
become a standardized, clinical, confidential manner., _
ﬁt There are grounds for believing that the tendency for a
large number of different acts to be presented from behind
, a small number of fronts is a natural development in social
_ . organization. Radcliffe-Brown has suggested this in his
oEB that a “descriptive” kinship system which gives each
person a unique place may work for very small communi-

S E. J. Kahn, Jr., “Closings and Openings,” The New Yorker,

February 13 and 20, 1954.
8 maa M Hona. “White as a Sweep,” The New Statesman

ecember 6, 1952 -
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ties, but, as thé number of persons becomes’ large, clan

segmentation becomes necessary as a means of providing a
less complicated system of identifications and treatments.”

' We see this tendency illustrated in factories, barracks, and

other large social establishments, Those who organize these
establishments find it impossible to-provide a special caf-
eteria, special modes of payment, special vacation rights,
and special sanitary facilities for every line and staff status
category in the organization, and at the same time ‘they
feel that persons of dissimilar status ought not to be indis-
criminately thrown together or classified together. As a
compromise, the full range of diversity is cut at a few
crucial points, and all those within a given bracket are
allowed or obliged to maintain the same social front in cer-
tain situations. .

In addition to the fact that different routines may a.BE@
Emuwsaw.oun it is to be noted Eﬁmﬂﬁﬁ«oﬁw—mﬂoﬂ,
tends to become Emmamo% in terms of the mwmg% .
stereotyped expectations to which it gives rise, and tends 0
take on a meaning and stability .apart from the muaaha._
tasks which happen at the time to be performed in its name.
The front becomes a “collective uauuoambﬁaob and a fact-
in its'own right.

. When an actor takes on an mmﬁvg social no_a usually. -
he finds that a particular front has slready been established 3/
for it. Whether his acquisiion of the role was primarily -

-motivated by a desire to perform the given task or by a

desire to maintain the corresponding front, the actor é&._

find that he must do both,

Further, if the individual takes on a task that is not only
new to him but also unestablished in the society, or if he
attempts to change the light in which his task is viewed,.
he is likely to find that there are already several well-
established fronts- among which he must choose. Thus,
when a task is given a new front we qucB mum that the
mnoun it is given is itself new.

. TA. R, Raddliffe-Brown, ...H.ro moa& Onmgﬁpmou om?uug..
lan Tribes,” Oceanis, I, ﬁo -
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Similarly, had the Canadian Army had a rank halfway be:

/' Since fronts-tend. to be selectedruut-crunted, we may
{ expect trouble to arise when those who perform a given

2‘.-1

task are forced to select a suitable fromt for themselves
from among several quite dissimiler ones. Thus, in military
organizations, tasks are always developing which (it is felt)
require too much authority and skill to be carrled out be-
hind the front maintained by one grade of personnel and
too little authority and skill to be carried out behind the
front maintained by the next grade in the hierarchy. Since
there are relatively large jumps between grades, the task
will come to “carry too much rank” or to carry too little.
An interesting illustration of the dilemma of selecting an
appropriate front from several not quite fitting ones may be
found today in American medical organizations with re-

.spect to the task of administering anesthesia.? In some

hospitals anesthesia is still administered by nurses behind
the front that nurses are allowed to have in hospitals re~
gardless of the tasks they perform~a front involving cere-
monial subordination to doctors and a relatively low rate
of pay. In order to establish anesthesiology as a speciality
for graduate medical doctors, interested practitioners have
had to advocate strongly the idea that administering anes-
thesia is a sufficiently complex and vital task to justify giving
to those who perform it the ceremonial and financial re-
ward given to doctors. The difference between the front
maintained by a nurse and the front maintained by a doctor
is great; many things that are acceptable for nurses are
infra dignitatem for doctors, Some medical people have
felt that a nurse “under-ranked” for the task of administer-
ing anesthesia and that doctors “over-ranked”; were there
an established status midway between nurse and doctor,
an easier solution to the problem could perhaps be found.?
8 See the thorough treatment of this problem in Dan C. Lortie,
“Doctors without Patients: The g%ﬁ&o@r a New Med-
ical Specialty” (unpublished Master’s thesis, Department -of
Sociology, University of Chicago, 1950). See also Mark Murphy’s
three-part Profile of Dr. Rovenstine, “Anesthesiologist,”
New Yorker, October 25, November 1, and November 8, 1947.

® In some hospitals the intern and the medicel student perform
tasks that are beneath a doctor and above a nurse; Presumably

i
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w do 50 temporaxily, -

tween lieutenant and captain, two and a half pips instead
of two or three, then Dentel Corps captains, many of them
of a.low ethnic origin, could have been given a rank that
would perhaps have been more suitable in the eyes of the
Army than the captaincies they were actually given,

I do not mean here to stress the point of view of a formal
organization or a society; the individual, as someone who
possesses a limited range of sign-equipment, must also make
unhappy choices. Thus, in the crofting community studied
by the writer, hosts often markeil the visit of a friend by
offering him a shot of hard lquor, a glass of wine, some
home-made brew, or a cup of tea. The higher the rank or
temporary ceremonial status-of the visitor, the more likely
he was to receive an offering near the liquor end of the
continuim. Now one problem associated with this range
of sign-equipment was that some crofters could not afford
to keep a bottle of hard liquor, so that wine tended to be
the most indulgent gesture they could employ. But perhaps .

- a more common difficulty was the fact that certain visitors, -

given their permanent end temporary status at the time,
outranked one potable and under-ranked the next oné in
line, There was often a danger that the visitor would feel
just a little affronted or, on the other hand, that the host’s
costly and limited sign-equipment would be misused. In
our middle classes a similar situation arises when a hostess *
has to decide whether or not to use the good silver, or
which would be the more appropriate to wear, her best
afternoon dress or her plainest evening gown. o
I have suggested that soclal front can be divided into

# traditional parts, such as setting, appearance, and manner,

and that (since djfferent routines may be presented from
behind the same front) we may not find 2 perfect fit be-
tween the specific character of a performance and the gen-

| eral socialized guise in which it appears to us. These two
- such tasks do not require a large amount of experience and

practical training, for while this intermediate status of doctor-in~
training is 2 permanent part of hospitals, all those who hold it
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facts, taken together, lead .one to appreciate that items in
the social front of a particular routine are not only found
in the social fronts of a whole range of routiries but also
that the whole range of routines in which one item of sign-
equipment is found will differ from the range of routines
in which another item in the same social front will be
found. Thus, a lawyer may talk to a client in a social setting
that he employs only for this purpose (or for a study), but
the suitable clothes he wears on such occasions he will: also
employ, with equal suitability, at dinner with colleagues
and at the theater with his wife. Similarly, the prints that
hang on his wall and the carpet on his floor may be found
in domestic social establishments. Of course, in highly cere-
monial occasions, setting, manner, and appearance may
all be unique and specific, used only for performances
of a single type of routine, but such exclusive use of sign-
equipment is the auo%mou rather than Eo wﬁo

wf / .4% fA g u.“f..
‘ USsSae mmawu%o:

go E the presence of others, the individual gmom:%

¥y E?mo his activity with signs which dramatically highlight
-, and portgy confirmatory facts that might otheryfise remain

unapparent\qr obscure, For if the individual’s activity is to

..~ become signifieant to others, he must mobifize his activity
. so that it will expsess during the interagifon what he wishes

to convey. In fact, the performer mgy be required not only
to express his claimed \cgpacities dfiring the interaction but
also to do so during a sphi{ secpfid in m...o interaction. Thus,
if a baseball umpire is to % )€ the impression that he is sure
of his judgment, he must forgo the moment of thought
which might make hinf sure of hi§ judgment; he must give
an instantaneous ¢ Q&on so that the audience will be sure
that he is sure of his judgment.!

It may berfoted that in the case of sdme statuses drama-
tization pfesents no problem, since some .m the acts which

See Babe Pinelli, as told to Joe King, Mr. Uvgp (Philadel-
phia: Westminster Press, 1953), p. 75.



former sensegthat his om:mm mmo.n.ma are De Lty ones. As

TEE "BRESENTATION OF SELF
EB to. functiot, for his own good or Em.wﬁ&_s....

rotection or a thie

I would like, fins I

shame were a disclosure to oc..,., >w wumummn wﬁ“mammmm«mmo.
we rw<o. ﬁroP -a basic sgefal coiny\with awe.on one side

o8 The audiensg senses secret mys-
teries »um powers ance, and the per-

ess folk tales and initiation rites show, ol
JEhind the mystery is that there‘réally is no's wﬁm@
o-feal: bnoEmB is to UB&E the wc&muco .@oB learging

) ﬁm&&c,g& Qoi&engm

In our piu Anglo-American ‘culture there uooBm. .no._ be
two common-sense ‘models accorditig to which ‘wé formiu-
late our conceptions of béhavior: the réal, sincete; or
honest performance; and the false orie that ‘thorough
fabricators assemble for us, whethet ‘meant ‘to-bé taken
unseriously, as in the work of stage actors, or seriously, as

the work of confidence men. We tend to see real per-
formances as ‘something not purposely put together at:all,
being an unintentional product of the individual’s unself-
conscious response to the facts in his situation.” And ‘con-
trived performances we tend to see as something painstak-.
ingly pasted together, one false. item ‘on_ w.uw?ou.. since
there is no reality to which ‘the items of vmwmﬁoa could be,
a direct response. It will be necesséry to see now that these

ichotomous conceptions are by way of being'the ideclogy
of honest performers, providing ma.mummp to the mroi
put on, but a poor analysis of it. o

First, let it be said that there are ,Bwa .E&Sma&m 3&
sincerely believe that the definition of the situation they'
habituslly- ?.oumoﬂ is the feal- réality..In this report'] dbimiot *

5 Kurt Riezler; “Comment on the Social mm%oro_om% of meBQ
American Journal of mo&&emmv NH.<E P 4628, T

Yor ‘ecessary “onié;
3 that’ mnw% &ow 4

ne can a&c_@% FBB a «cﬂbn well
1 aritable autience some seuse ‘of reals
ness F what is _uaEm 85.?& w&ouw them; And it seems
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this is so-because o_..m._g soeial intércourse: is uamm
. together as a scene is put together, by the oxomsb%
~ dramatically inflated actions, counteractions, and gﬁ. E
ing replies, Scripts even in the hands of unpracticed players *
can come to life because life itself isa gﬂom:« enacted #
thing. Al the world is not, of coﬁmay a .stage,’ vﬁﬂ the
- _crucial ways in which it.isi’t are not easy to specify.

dés' of performanceés’thiat will be'required ‘#h the hew
ing. The individual will already have-a fair-idea of what
. m&oumuca, or amwwooﬁ E&mnwaou _oo_a Eno. mum

sy o&n be mEa to m._ww out the- pait of a: Eeuoa..o aﬁ&.
wmcn». or Sﬁgﬁ & 886&33 goa on ﬂ.:a wgu, ém

‘The recent use of “psychodrama” as a therapeutio tech
nique illustrates a further, point in this" .regard. . In h
psychiatrically staged scenes patients not only act’ out P
with some effectiveness; but. employ no: script. in doing so
‘Their own past is available to them'in a form which allows
them to stage a nmomwmgmmou of it. Apparently a part once
played honestly and in earnest leaves the performer in -
position to contrive a showing of it later. Further, the parts Mﬁﬁmﬂ%— mﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂl&%@ %Wm% MM%QWMMMQ ‘Mﬂ&
that significant others played-to him in the past also seem statement of this kind of knowledge.-And it this; of course, -
to be available, allowing him to switch from being > 1 o approachr the. situstion of the; straightforward: man- in
person, that he was to being the persons that others. were the-strest. Socialization may not so miuch iivalve a learring
for him. This capacity to switch enacted roles when obki f the many spécific-defails of a single concrete part—often

do so could have been E..m&oﬂmm everyone apparen 1é-could not beencugh time or eherky for this. What
can do it. For in,learning to perform our parts in. el life es‘seemm to be required of the individual is that he learn
we guide our own productions by not too aoumaoﬁmv, B&ﬂ aough: piecés of onmaaaou to be able to “Bll in® and

-taining an incipient familiarity with the routine of those : !
to whom we. will address ourselves::And when' We.00me. t0 mAnkge; more or less, any-pait that'he is likely to be. givei.

e able properly to manage a real routine we:are able to
do this in part because of *anticipatory socialization,™ hay- °
ing already been schooled in mpm uomrq Ewﬁ w ?ﬁ ooBmum. ;

~ to be real for us. - - ;

When the individual mos Bo<m Eno a-new uoamg ”

" society and obtains a new part to perform;, he i : g
" to be-told in full detail hiow to, conduet- himself; wil
the facts of his new situation press:sufficiently.on } rom
the start to determine his conduct without his mE.nrma Wmm&am,
thought to it. Ordinarily he will be given only a few cues,
hints, and stage &Hooaoum. and it §= be assumed that hé
already has in his nmwmnond a _mummﬂbgwma of ‘bits. and -

“1'Ses R. K. Merton, Social Theory and Soclal Stiictire’ Ngm%. 3
coe: The Free wummmv nasmmm. E&. c&ﬁmmm m&ﬂou« ncmﬂv. w. :
2658, -

ES. vﬁ the vast: 68.« E<o§m “gxpression- @smF ams
mob mmnogmm by Bmmmou. aﬁma &8308 # % ex-

The ucm&ugﬂ@ wanmoanboom of severyday - life are: not
acted” ‘or “put on” in“the sense-that-the peiformer knows
dvénce just:what he is ‘going to-do,-and does this solely
iuse of the éffect itvis: Esuwx_no have. The expressions
‘felt he is 'giving omﬁuwaw specially “indcceséible”™ to
4 But as in‘the case of less ‘_mugg performets, the
apicity of the ordinary F&S&E& o formulate in ad-
ance m.@ BocmBmuﬁ of Ea 36« mbm body momu ucn Thean

" 3This view of wu%uozm is uomﬁv. wnﬁoun&. vv, T. w. mmu&mb.

“Contribiations. to wo_?n.&num Theory, I: ;H.H%wgmo ua&w&ou.: :

sychiological Revigw, 57, pp. 25570,

¥ 38ee D). R."Cresséy;fThe Differential Kmo%mou ﬂsoq mbm

" Compulsive Crimes, Journal of-Crimingl Law; 0&:&3&«% and

ice Sclence, 45, g-40. -

4 'This: concept derives from T. R. Sarbin;. “Role Hroouw +in
Gardner Lindzey, Handbook, of Social Psychology Agammou

T _.x_.,»m&mou..ﬁo&ow uwmi. Vol 1, mm 235-36. ..




#American middle-class girl; But surely: here we negleet |
greater. part of the.performance: It is .ommonplace ta say
i mwﬁ &mﬁg« social .groupings express -in- different "ways
stich: stiributes:agiage,.sex; territory; dnd: class'status, dnd
: ammn Inveach:case;these bare-attributes-are. elaborated by
means..of 4. distifictive" complexcultural configuration of
J Properiways of condiicting ‘Gneself. To b a given-kind of
16 -oLIor Tt of clean-cut "wyestier, anc per-  fg PerSon, ‘then, '1s* ot merely to-possess ‘the required attri-
- form  this with equal -verve‘and proficiencys We-seem less "G butes; but also to sustain the standards of condiick an
ready to see, however, that while:such details as-the num® W appeatance that one’s sociil grouping amﬁmm r onMu uct d
 ber and character of the falls'may be’fixed: beforchand; the W wiithinking' edse- with’ whick mwu..mqn.%mwm . uoa:_ _anawo The
Jetails of the expressions and movemerits-used'do not come ¥ * & ‘suél standard-maintaining’ foutines moo -t mwawﬂ.v. _
from a script but from command ‘of ‘ax idiom, a command ¥ wuaﬂm.ogca hi§ Gooive g routines does not deny ‘that
that is exercised from moment to.moment with- little cal- v bBeed Sivareof 6.
culation or forethoudlt, s who becoms - gy s & positon,  sodil flacs s ok  maberal i
reading of persons in the West Indies who become “be possessed ayid then displayed; ‘1ot a material thing
the “horse”™ or the ‘one possessed of a voodoo spirit,¥ itis %owmwggmgmm .&wg &m@ &wnm # is'a pattern of ap-
enlightening to learn-that the-person possessed will be ablo @ Lipd; Paiforniad i o%gﬁm&.ﬁms% articu-
to provide a correct portrayal of the god-that has-entéred %@aoqmoom faiih" :Wﬁa or g&uoam. awareness or xiot,
him because of “the knowledge and memories accumulated B6 enasted snd poviraved: st the less sométhing that must
in a life spent visiting congregations of the cult”;® that the artre; here, uommmamv. ed, something that must bo realized;
person possessed will be umuu%« the right: social relation 1o H.  provices a good Egmou T
those who are watching; that possession-occurs at just'the Lebus eonsiden this waiter in the cafs. His movernen
right moment: in. the :ceremonial undertakings, the poss is quick and forward, wﬁ&a&a@.ﬁmﬂhﬂ”%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ.ﬁ
sessed one carrying out his ritual obligations to the point of "He comes toward the patrons with .ﬂu m§ a Emuww m..noo .
participating in a kind of skit with persons-possessed: at the ‘quick. He bends forward a little too 8@&@. Em voios. ™
time with. other spirits. But in learning this, it is important his eyes express an interest a littlé tos m@ﬁ&&wﬁ mon.mw .
to see that this contextual structuring of the hotrse’s r order of the customer. Finally thefe he returns, trying to
still allows participants in the ¢ult to believe that possession imitate in his walk the inflexible stiffness of some kind
i$ a real thing and that persons are possessed at random by ‘of automaton while carrying his tray with the reck-
gods whom they cannot select. .- .. oy lessness of a tightrope-walker by putting it in a perpet-
‘And when we observe a young American middle-cla ually unstable, perpetually broken .maﬂﬁwaﬁawwcn_mmom
irl playing dumb for the benefit of her boy friend, we af hie perpetually re-establishes by a light movement of the
ready to point to items of guile. and .contrivance i ‘arm and hand. All his behavior seems to us a game
behavior. “But like herself and her boy- friend, wi H.mo applies himself to chaining his movements as e
. ik stformer s théy were mechanisms, the one regulating the other;
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that he will not express himself: through. these. devicesin
a way that'is dramatized and ipre-formed. in- his; repertoire
of actions.-In. short, we all act better than we:know how:
When-we . watch. a’ television wrestler. gouge, foul, and
snarl -at his: opponeit-we are quite ready to see that, ‘in
spite of the dust, he is, and knows:le is, merely: playing at
being the “heavy,” and that in anothér match hemay be 1
given the other role, that of clean-cut wrestler, and per-

fed, merely“that the patticipants
R BT 5o

his gestures and even his voice seem to be mechan
y LR ' . . . B@gw
Be gives' himself the quickness and pitiless rapidity

 5Sce, for exsmple; Alfted Métraux, “Dramatic E
. ""of things. He is playing, he is amusing himself. But

EE&womm%&oﬁzbﬁw@:a.uu._ww.amhmo...
QNE&‘ w- go A I . el e ,?m.“w f
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 what is ho playiig? We need mot swaitch long beforews |
- can exp ity heriis: playing -at-being a -waiter 'ina
«café, There is nothing: thete to surprise us. The: ganie
s -a- kin

. ventory-of it; the waiter.in the:café: plays ‘with his cons
_ dition in order 46 realizeit. This-cbligation is not.different
. from - that - which, is- impesedi-en .all -tradesmen... Their

., condition. is wholly -one of ceremony. The public.de:
"mands ofsthem, that'they realize it as.a ceremony; there

- man in what he is, as if we lived in:perpetual fear that
'l ‘might escape from it, that he might break away and
“suddenly elude his condition.?- Lo

" ¥ 8Sartre, op, O, P 59 .

‘such a grocer is not. wholly a grocer. Society. demands
that he limit himself to his function as a grocer, just as
the soldier at attention makes. himself into a soldier-

" not the interest of the moment which determines the ,, e ! Sr=-
“point he must fix his eyes on (the sight “fized at ten 22 Gl i§tics of the performer. Thus

1

- marking out-dnd inyestigatioh. Tiie: child

plays wi body in-order to-explore it; to.take ink

is the dance of the grocer, of the tailor, of the auction-
eer, by which they endeavor to persuade their clientele
that they are nothing but a grocer, an auctioneer, a tailor,
A grocer who dreams is offensive to the buyer, because

thing with a direct regard which does ‘not see-at all;
which is not longer meant to see, since it is the rule and

5T T profession, bu-

paces”). There are indeed many precautions to imprison A




